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him, my recollections are likewise aided by documentary
evidence, and that, too, of a nature which goes to esta-
blish far more than I will endeavour to express, or ven-
ture to obtrude upon public notice. The domestics who
once entered his service generally remained in it until
they died, or until his death gave them their discharge,
together with some substantial token of his good will.
He treated them all as humble friends; solacing them
in their sickness, and not unfrequently causing some
of his children to preside over their little feasts and
periodical pastimes.* These are topics too trivial to be
dwelt upon; yet, as tending to an object of serious
inquiry, they will not surely be considered as altogether
uninteresting, or unworthy of this cursory notice.
Before the Chief Justice quitted England for the
East, he carefully drew up a set of instructions for the
nurture and education of the young family he was
about to leave behind him. The minuteness of these
instructions manifests a degree of attention and ten-
derness rare even in a good father. I have before me
no less than four draughts of these instructions, so
carefully corrected and transcribed, as to convince me
that more pains were bestowed upon them than on any
other paper, of whatever consequence, in my posses-
sion. The guardian appointed for these infants was
his brother, Michael Impey, who continued to reside
at Hammersmith, and who was repaid with no stinted
gratitude for the zeal and affection with which he
undertook and executed the difficult and delicate
charge. During Sir Elijah's long residence in India,
where several other children were born to him, a
very considerable part of a correspondence with his
relatives and friends at home was given to the sub-
ject of the education of the children left in England.
There everywhere appears in these letters an earnest
desire, a most tender anxiety, that, his infants should
* When living, in the decline of life, in Sussex, he was a great advocate
for the maintenance of the ancient festival of Harvest Home; and often
aososed himself, and delighted his domestics and tenants, by writing verses
to fee said or sung at their harvest supper. One of these liitle joust d'esprit
'WK set to mnsic by the late well known natural philosopher, Tiberius
Skli^?001? *isitor at Bewick Park, and is affectionately preserved
Sir Ehi*V$ o^y surviving daughter.